THE TOWER
paper was found there by my servants. To be sure they
would have brought it me/' And he offered to send his
servants in quest.
EARL OF NOTTINGHAM : Nay, my lord, there is no need of
that testimony now. For this fellow has said already more than
they know. He has confessed not only that he desired to see
your house, and particularly your study, but that he did leave
a" paper somewhere in it; and that he did leave one in your
parlour and in the flowerpot of the chimney. . . . Blackhead,
what paper was it you left in the Bishop's chimney ?
BLACKHEAD : It was the association.
EARL OF NOTTINGHAM : Was it this paper here (showing the
association that lay upon the table) ?
BLACKHEAD : Yes, it was.
EARL OF NOTTINGHAM : How came you by it ? and who
advised you to lodge it there ?
BLACKHEAD : I had it from Mr Young and he advised me to
leave it in the Bishop's house, as I did.
EARL OF NOTTINGHAM : Did Young direct you to put it in
the flowerpot in the parlour ?
BLACKHEAD : Yes he did, and I put it there accordingly. . . .
The forged document was now produced and handed
round. As we have to deal in Marlborough's life with other
charges equally elaborately presented, we give it here as
Sprat recollected it.
That we, whose names' were subscribed, should solemnly
promise, in the presence of God, to contribute our utmost
assistance towards King James's recovery of his kingdoms; that
to this end, we would have ready to meet him, at his landing,
thirty thousand men well armed; that we would seize upon the
person of the Princess of Orange, dead or alive; and take care,
that some strong garrison should be forthwith delivered into his
hands; and furnish him with a considerable sum of money, for
the support of his army.
March 20, 1691
MARUEBOROUGH       SALISBURY            W, CANT.
THO.  ROFFEN.1
CORNBURY
BASIL FIREBRACE                  JOHN WILCOXE
1 This is Spratt's signature, as Bishop of Rochester.
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